
Los Angeles Wheelmen VP Report - January 20, 2026 

Hello All: 

Last Sunday. at the last minute, the powers that be closed Topanga Canyon for 
repairs and that made our scheduled ride impossible. I imagine the repairs were 
needed due to recent landslides in the canyon, hence this song came to mind. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XN8AJShYrJo 

Ok, I know the original was by Fleetwood Mac, but I like this Dixie Chicks version 
a little better. 

Sunday:  As mentioned above, Topanga Canyon was unexpectedly closed for 
the weekend and since all 3 of our routes on Sunday used Topanga, we had to 
abandon our scheduled rides for the day. Due to the short notice, that left 
everyone to their own devices for a ride on Sunday. I had intended to do my own 
ride, but of course didn't. I didn't hear from anyone else, but I looked through 
Strava to see if anyone else rode that day. Phil Whitworth took the opportunity 
to ride the New Year's Day century which got rained out on the 1st. This was 
simply a ride from his home up the coast and back. He passed many well know 
landmarks. Here is Neptune's net with it's usual compliment of motorcycles: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XN8AJShYrJo


 

And here is as nice a shot of "slot in the rock" as I've ever seen. You can see 
what a nice day it was: 



 

Finally, here is another nice shot which also shows that it was getting late in the 
day before Phil finished. 



 

Strava also showed Sunday rides for Julie Shishino, Dale Aaronson, 
and Lewis Singer but they didn't post any photos. I also noticed that Thomas 
Knoll ran a half marathon at the Rose Bowl that day. 

This brings up a point. I believe I only see those riders on Strava that I follow. If 
you are on Strava and want me to see your rides, but I am not currently following 
you, put in a follow request to me. 



This Week:  On Sunday we will be riding "Legg Lake" which starts at the Rose 
Bowl (Brookside Park, actually). All 3 routes head down to Whittier Narrows and 
Legg Lake. The long passes the entrance to the lake but doesn't go in. The other 
two routes make a loop around the lake. All routes have lunch near Whittier 
Narrows. After lunch the long makes an extended loop all the way up to the 
Santa Fe Dam while the other two routes return by a shorter route. These are 
relatively easy routes and I think the good weather is suppose to hold through the 
weekend. so there is no reason not to come out and join us. 

Holiday Party One last reminder -- Our annual holiday (Post holiday 
actually) party is this Saturday (the 24th). Details are in invitation sent out a 
couple weeks ago, but if you need them again, please e-mail me.  If you plan to 
attend, please e-mail me at roddoty@roadrunner.com so we know how many 
pizzas to buy. 

More 2025 Stats: Here are a few more riding stats for 2025 from members: 

    Ira Kucheck: He reported 10,698 miles with 87,500 feet of climbing. So far the 
only one to break the 10,000 mile barrier this year. 

    David Williams:  He rode 57 rides for a total of 2771 miles with 107,678 feet 
of climbing. Included in his miles were 26 metric centuries and 1 full century. The 
centuries accounted for the bulk of his miles. 

    Edwin Dair:  He reported 4305 miles with 171,600 feet of climbing  He has 
been off the bike a bit this last year but promises to be back. 

Parting Shot: Here's another shot taken by Phil Whitworth on his ride last 
Sunday: 

mailto:roddoty@roadrunner.com


 

I've always thought it interesting that Malibu has a beach and a park named for 
half the main cast members of the TV show Bonanza. Where is the park or beach 
for Lorne Greene and Pernell Roberts? 

See You On The Road 

Rod Doty, VP 



Attachments area


Preview YouTube video The Chicks (fka Dixie Chicks) - Landslide (Lyrics / 
Lyric Video)

Preview YouTube video The Chicks (fka Dixie Chicks) - Landslide (Lyrics / 
Lyric Video)








