
Los Angeles Wheelmen VP Report - January 13, 2026 

Hello All: 

Sunday's ride, to say the least, was very windy. Therefore, this song seemed 
appropriate: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=2vRsEC65NTA&list=RD2vRsEC65NTA&start_radio=1 

Sunday: We were riding "North Orange County Trek" which started in Fullerton 
and all the routes headed east. That was not good because the Santa Ana winds 
were blowing right in our face and the further east we went, the stronger they got. 
Nonetheless, there were 5 of at the start. Phil Whitworth took his usual photo: 

 

That's Bill Faulknere, Chris Hedberg, me, Mario Solano and Phil.  Bill, Chris 
and I did the short while Mario and Phil did the long. On the short, it started out 
OK, but as we got further east, the wind was really blowing. The last 2 miles 
before we reached the point where we would begin to go back was along the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2vRsEC65NTA&list=RD2vRsEC65NTA&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2vRsEC65NTA&list=RD2vRsEC65NTA&start_radio=1


Santa Ana River and there was nothing to slow the wind down as it came blowing 
down the river channel. There were gusts that I thought were going to bring me 
to a halt, but somehow we kept going. Knowing we only had two miles to go 
before we would turn was the only thing that kept me going. Fortunately the ride 
back was with the wind and went much better. Mario and Phil had to go much 
further east and I couldn't imagine how they would do it. But indeed they did and 
Phil posted the photos on Strava to prove it. Here's a photo Phil took to show 
how strong the wind was: 

 

The long passes through Norco -- I think this is the only ride we have that goes 
there -- and Phil took this shot 



 

My hat is off to Mario and Phil for completing that ride.  I was totally beat and I 
only did half the miles. 

This Week:  This Sunday we will be riding our century, metric century and half 
century of the month. For many years our January centuries have always been 
the Janus Centuries but hardly anyone was riding those any longer and it was a 
long drive out to Thousand Oaks where they started. So this year I substituted 



the "Camarillo Centuries." These are slightly easier and start in Brentwood, so no 
long drive. All routes start by going out to PCH and over Topanga Canyon to the 
Valley and then heading west. The half and metric centuries stop in Agoura for 
lunch and then ride over to Mulholland Hwy. There they split. The metric goes 
right to climb the Rock Store Hill and take Kanan down to PCH while the half 
century turns left and takes Malibu Canyon to PCH. Both then take PCH back to 
Santa Monica and the start. Meanwhile the full century continues west to 
Camarillo where it has lunch. It then heads over to PCH and completes the ride 
like the other two routes. I had originally hoped to ride the half century, but with 
all the time off in December and the first week in January because of the rain, I 
don't think I'm up for the climb over Topanga. I think I will just ride out to Malibu 
and back, starting from the same location as the other routes.  However, I plan to 
start at 8:00 a.m.  Anyone who wants to is welcome to join me. 

Don't Forget:  Don't forget the Holiday Party on Saturday, January 24th. You all 
should have received your invitation last week. If you plan to attend, please e-
mail me at roddoty@roadrunner.com  

2025 Stats:  Three more members have sent me their stats for last year: 

    Jacques Stern:  Jacques rode 3281.3 miles and climbed a total of 73,471 
feet. He said it was his worst year, but I think those are respectable numbers. 

    Lewis Singer: Lewis rode 7400.4 miles and climbed 177,669 feet. That's more 
than respectable 

    Mario Solano: Mario rode 4285.0 miles and climbed 149,872.9 feet.  He also 
had 7 flats during the year but 6 of them occurred on 3 different rides with two 
flats per ride.  

Please send my your 2025 states for publication here. 

Other Sunday Event: One of the reasons I want to do a short ride on Sunday is 
I want to be back home for the other big event of the day. The Chicago Bears are 
playing the LA Rams in a playoff game. I don't believe they have ever met in a 
playoff game and they didn't play each other in the regular season this year. 
Should be a good game. Those who know me know that I'll be rooting for the 
Bears, but I suppose most of the rest of you will be rooting for the Rams.  

Parting Shot: I'm used to seeing bicycle rides posted on Strava and even the 
occasional run, but here's something different. It's the Strava track of Hoy 
Quan for a day of skiing at Mammoth: 
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The profile makes me realize that the ski lifts take you up at a much steeper 
angle than when you ski down. 

See You On the Road 

Rod Doty, VP 

Attachments area


Preview YouTube video Bob Seger & The Silver Bullet Band - Against The 
Wind (Lyric Video)

Preview YouTube video Bob Seger & The Silver Bullet Band - Against The 
Wind (Lyric Video)










