Los Angeles Wheelmen VP Report - December 30, 2025

Hello All and Happy New Year

For tonight's music | have just selected one more Christmas song. This one is by
the Beach Boys. It's the only one | ever remember hearing, but if you look at the
graphic on the video, apparently they had an entire Christmas Album.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=4T2WU2yykXM&list=RD4T2WU2yykXM&start_radio=1

Sunday: We were riding "Reseda Park - Phase |. | drove out to the ride and
only 2 other riders showed up. Guess who? Here is a selfie Phil
Whitworth took.

That's Phil, me and Mario Solano. Phil and Mario decided to just do the medium
because after all the rain, they were concerned about the road conditions if they
went up Little Tujunga. That left me to ride the short, but instead | went home. |
just didn't feel like riding alone again. It's something | can't quite figure out --some


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4T2WU2yykXM&list=RD4T2WU2yykXM&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4T2WU2yykXM&list=RD4T2WU2yykXM&start_radio=1

days | don't mind it at all -- in fact | enjoy riding alone -- it gives me time to think
and | get to set my own pace. Last week | did the half century alone and enjoyed
it. But other days, like Sunday, | just don't want to do it. | just can't figure out why
my mood swings back and forth so much.

Even though they didn't do the long, Phil and Mario did the optional climb up
Kagel Canyon. | know this because | recognized this photo from Phil:
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| could also see it on his Strava map. | don't have too many photos this week, but
here is one Phil took of the two of them at lunch out in Santa Clarita.
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They still have their jackets on so it must have remained cool, but otherwise |
think it was a nice day.

This Week: We actually have 3 rides this week, but given the current forecast,
I'm, not sure we'll be riding on New Years Day. But just in case, here are the
rides: On January 1st we have our traditional Kickoff century, metric century and
half century starting out in Malibu. The routes are fairly easy -- just up the coast
and back with the full century going all the way to Ventura. Our second ride on
the 1st is the traditional Rose Parade Ride. This is a simple 7 mile ride from
Alhambra to the parade route and after the parade, 7 miles back. It's probably
the best way to see the parade in person because you don't have to battle traffic
and you get to preview the floats before the parade starts. But as | said, the
forecast is not very encouraging right now. It might just be intermittent showers,



but if you are out there for hours doing one of the centuries, chances are you will
get caught at some point. As for the Rose Parade, it will be held rain or shine so |
suppose if all those marchers can hack the rain, cyclists should be able to do it
too. Put on all your rain gear and it might not be so bad. | really don't have that
much rain gear so don't look for me there.

On Sunday we will have our usual Sunday ride. This will be "Exploring the
Environs" which starts from the "Corner." The long and medium head out the
Valley, go west and eventually over Topanga to the coast and back through Santa
Monica to complete a loop. The short stays in West LA. The long range forecast
isn't all that great for Sunday either, but probably a little better than for the 1st.
One nice thing is that these rides are close to home for most of us. Do the short
like | plan to do, and if it starts to rain, it will be easy to cut the route short and
head for home.

Quote of the Week: "The sound of a car door opening in front of you is similar to
the sound of a gun being cocked." -- Amy Webster. | don't know who Amy
Webster is. | looked her up on Google and there does seem to be an Amy
Webster somehow connected to cycling, but I'm not sure how. But it's a good
quote.

Save the Date: Our annual Post Holiday Party will be held Saturday, January
24th from 7 to 12. As it has been the last two years, it will be held in the
community room at my Condo in Culver City. Once again we are planning on a
pizza party. I'll be sending out full invitations in the coming weeks, but for now --
SAVE THE DATE!

Bike Shop Fire: Sad news -- Bike Palace in San Pedro was completely
destroyed by fire last week. The fire apparently started in an adjoining building. |
often used that bike shop and | know a number of other members would go there
from time to time. A Go-Fund-Me has been set up to help the employees of the
bike shop. They are a little bit past half of their goal. If you are interested you can
go here:

https://gofund.me/073979ed7https://gofund.me/073979ed7 https://gofund.me/
073979ed7

Here is a photo | found on the web after the fire had been put out:


https://gofund.me/073979ed7
https://gofund.me/073979ed7

Annual Cycling Stats: As | do every year, | will report your cycling stats for
2025 here if you send them to me. Phil Whitworth, who has apparently decided
he will not be riding any more this year, has already sent me his. He didn't have
quite as good a year as usual, but it is still very impressive. His total miles were
8152 (he has often gone over 10,000 in the past). His total climbing was 255,478
feet whereas he has often done between 300,000 and 450,000 feet. In the past
he has ridden 120 metric centuries in the year but this year he only did 95.
Finally he had 5 flats in the year when he usually has only has 1 - 3. Still, way
better than | did. I'll have my stats next week. Please send me yours.

New Club Address: If you are planning to mail something to the club via snail
mail, please note that we have changed our address. Treasurer Ira

Kucheck would prefer that it be closer to his home, so the new address is P.O.
Box 113, Newport Beach, CA 92662

Parting Shot: Here is a photo that Phil took last Sunday.
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I've been wondering where | could get some live poultry and this is apparently the
"best" place.

See You On The Road

Rod Doty, VP



Attachments area

Preview YouTube video Little Saint Nick - The Beach Boys
Preview YouTube video Little Saint Nick - The Beach Boys
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