
Los Angeles Wheelmen VP Report - December 23, 2025 

Hello and Happy Holidays to everyone: 

Last Sunday as I was driving to the ride, the radio reminded me that it was the 
Winter Solstice, aka, the shortest day of the year. I thought maybe I could find a 
song about that. Well, the shortest day of the year coincides with the longest 
night of the year and I did find a song about that. It's by Mary Chapin Carpenter 
and was included on a Christmas album, even though the song does not actually 
mention Christmas. So it's sort of a double whammy -- it covers both Christmas 
and the Solstice. It's a nice song of hope, which is generally the point of most 
Solstice related celebrations around the World (well, the Northern Hemisphere 
anyway). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ojSnpqnT20&list=RD-
ojSnpqnT20&start_radio=1  

Sunday:  We were riding "Foothill Footsie" which was our century, metric century 
and half century for December. The 3 options started at different locations. I did 
the half century and I was the only one there. As far as I know only two other 
riders rode and they did the full century. For a change of pace, Mario 
Solano took this selfie of the two of them at the start: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ojSnpqnT20&list=RD-ojSnpqnT20&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ojSnpqnT20&list=RD-ojSnpqnT20&start_radio=1


 

That's Phil Whitworth and Mario. Normally riders starting at the other locations 
catch up to me at lunch, but apparently Phil and Mario got a late start and I never 
saw them. It was a nice day for the ride -- possibly the last nice day we will have 
this year. In the past we have ridden this one earlier in December, but by riding it 
later this year, I think there were more decorations up on the houses we rode 
past. Mario gets the prize for the most unusual decoration of the year with this 
one: 



 

This appears to be a dinosaur Santa skeleton being drawn by 8 tiny dinosaur 
skeletons plus one up front with a red nose. Some of the tiny dinosaurs appear to 
be just coming out of their eggs. I'm not sure what it means, but I give it high 
marks for originality.  I'm always on the lookout for "dead Santas" and I found a 
few. Here is one I liked: 



 

This appears to be both Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus and I think it is touching that 
they died in each other's arms. All in all it was a nice day and I only wish, as 
usual, that more people had joined us. 

This Week: We have two rides this week. The first up is our annual holiday ride 
on Thursday (Christmas). Right now I think it is unlikely anyone will ride that day 
due to rain. But, on the chance the weather people are totally wrong, the ride 
starts from the "Corner" and heads downtown and  back. There are two routes -- 
one goes up to Mulholland and rides that east and the other goes through 
Hollywood to join the other route at Cahuenga. They stay together after that. It's 
a very nice ride taking you to places we don't normally go, but it's not so nice if it 
is raining. 

Our second ride is the usual Sunday ride. Predictions are that the rain will have 
ended by Sunday, so maybe we can get this one in. It will be our last ride of the 



year. The ride is "Reseda Park - Phase I" which starts at Reseda Park in the 
Valley. The long and medium both ride out to Santa Clarita and back with the 
long going up and over Little Tujunga. I think it is unlikely that any snow from the 
storms this week will fall as low as the top of Little Tujunga, but it will probably be 
cold up there. The medium goes out and back via the Old Road, which is a much 
lower elevation pass. The short, which I will probably ride, stays in the Valley for 
a loop to the west and around the mythical Chatsworth Reservoir. It's your last 
chance to ride this year, so I hope we can all ride. 

December Meeting:  The minutes of the meeting held December 17th  are 
attached.  Good news -- it appears that all the current officers are willing to 
continue for another year. 

Parting Shot:  I took this shot last Sunday on the San Gabriel River trail in the 
open area behind the Santa Fe Dam. I took this shot right before the coyote 
leaped at my throat, but I head butted him with my helmet and he ran off. OK, not 
really. He/she was a rather friendly coyote who stood there while I got my camera 
out and took the photo. I think it is used to being fed by humans and was hoping I 
had something for it. He/she seemed really disappointed when I rode off.  



 

See You On The Road 

Rod Doty, VP 
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Preview YouTube video The Longest Night Of The Year

Preview YouTube video The Longest Night Of The Year








