Los Angeles Wheelmen VP Report - December 2, 2025

Hello All:

Last week was Thanksgiving. | thought | had used this song before but | checked
and | haven't. Maybe it's because | thought it was a Christmas song, but if you
watch it all the way through, you will see that it is in fact a Thanksgiving song

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=rkQS681AotU&list=RDrkQS681AotU&start_radio=1

Last Week: We had two rides last week. First up was our annual Thanksgiving
Day ride. We had quite a turn-out. Phil Whitworth took this photo at the start:

asad

| count 14 plus Phil. As usual we headed for the overlook in the Palisades where
we traditionally pose for another photo. This year, instead of the usual photo with
the Pacific as our backdrop, Sandy Weiner took this photo with the burn area as
our backdrop


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rkQS681AotU&list=RDrkQS681AotU&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rkQS681AotU&list=RDrkQS681AotU&start_radio=1

That view used to be full of houses. | don't think you could even see those hills in
the distance. However, there were a surprising number of new houses going up.
It will be interesting to see how it looks next year. On our way through the burn
area Jacques Stern took a photo of this sculpture and the sign next to it.
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As usual, a number of riders peeled off after the Palisades to make their own way
home and a smaller group gathered for the break in the Marina, but it was still
more than last year when | think only 2 or 3 of us stopped there. All in all, a very
nice day. | only wish that many riders showed up every week.

Our ride on Sunday was "Valley Rally" which started in Whittier. Our
Thanksgiving crowd dwindled to 4 and, again, Phil Whitworth took this shot at
the start:



That's Mario Solano, me and Jacques Stern (we had all been on the
Thanksgiving Day ride too). For once we all opted for one of the medium routes
and stuck together the entire way. Mario and Phil had talked about adding a few
miles on the end, but | don't believe they did. It was an overcast day, but the sun
came out from time to time in the second half of the ride and it was pleasant
riding while the sun was out. Both going and coming back we passed Rose Hills
Memorial Park which apparently is the largest cemetery in the United States. |
wondered how many people are there and it turns out it is estimated to be about
190,000 which is greater than the population of all but a few Southern California
cities. They apparently have a capacity of closer to 500,000 so there is still plenty
of room.

This Week: On Sunday we will be riding "Bike Trails Galore" which once again
rides the river trails (we have been doing that a lot lately) This time we will be
riding the Rio Hondo and LA River trails (which we haven't been riding lately) and
the San Gabriel River (which we have ridden a lot). All three routes make loops
on the rivers with the longer routes making a larger loop. Relatively flat and easy
riding and it's easier to make conversation on the river trails, so why not join us.



Parting Shot: Thanksgiving is over and the Christmas decorations are going up.
On Sunday | actually saw a couple of houses that were still decorated for
Halloween. Either they are lazy or they just plan to put a Santa suit on the
skeleton in their yard and call that good enough. My favorite is what | call "dead
Santas" which are inflatable Santas which are left deflated on the lawn during the
day. | saw one on Sunday but didn't stop to take a photo. Mario Solano did stop
to take a photo of this live Santa, so it becomes our Christmas decoration photo

of the week:






See You On The Road

Rod Doty, VP
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