Los Angeles Wheelmen VP Report - November 25, 2025

Hello All:

Sunday we were riding the Paul Neuerburg Centuries which were originally
begun as a birthday ride for former member Paul Neuerburg. So, here is a little
birthday tribute song.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=fLWel1G3WRKk&list=RDfLWel1G3WRk&start radio=1

Sunday: After all the rain earlier in the week, Sunday was a beautiful day. The
sky was clear and the air was fresh the way it always is after a rain. | expected a
number of riders would show up to take advantage of the day. | was
disappointed. There were only 3 of us. Phil Whitworth took this photo.

That's Me, Mario Solano and Phil. Mario and Phil did the full century -- I'll come
back to them. | did the half century which basically went down the San Gabriel
River and back up. I've never seen the river so full of water. It was full of geese
too. A few weeks ago when | rode the river | only saw a few geese, but | guess


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fLWel1G3WRk&list=RDfLWel1G3WRk&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fLWel1G3WRk&list=RDfLWel1G3WRk&start_radio=1

the water brought them all back (from where | don't know). | took a picture of a lot
of them, but it didn't turn out so well, so I'm not including it here. The rain had
also put a lot of snow on the mountains. | took this shot from the top of the
Whittier Narrows Dam.
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| wanted to take a shot of Baldy (which was just to the right of this shot) but it
always seemed to be obscured by power line or clouds. Finally, something new
on my ride -- | decided to have lunch at a Raising Canes, because | had never
been to one. They specialize in chicken fingers -- in fact it just about all they
serve. | have a hard time understanding how a chain with such a limited menu
can make a go of it, but | got there around 11 a.m. and there were already a lot of
people there. Although | normally don't like to take photos of my food, here is one
of my lunch -- the 3 finger combo. That thing at the bottom is Texas Toast. It
wasn't bad -- I'd go again.



Meanwhile, Phil and Mario were riding the full century. This took them down to
Yorba Linda and past the Nixon Library. Phil took this shot of Mario in front of the
former Marine 1 which is located there. Reagan gets an old Air Force 1, but this
is all Nixon got.



They encountered trouble on the way back as they rode up the San Gabriel
River. Turns out the recent rains had flooded a couple of the underpasses. One
was an underpass going under a railroad track. That meant there was no exit to
the street over the flooded area. Here is a photo from Mario of the water in the
underpass.



They elected to scramble up and over the tracks which apparently wasn't easy.
Here is a photo of Phil crossing the tracks



Good thing a train didn't come along. | had encountered the same flooded area
myself, but | had backtracked to where | could get off the bike path and then rode
on streets past the flooded area before getting back on. | had to wander around a
bit to do this, but at least when | came back up the river | knew what to do. Phil
also had some bike problem that delayed them even more and they finished a bit
after dark. Never a good thing. | noticed that Phil's ride today was down to the
Bike Palace bike shop so | hope he got the problem taken care of.

This Week: We have two rides this week. First up is our traditional Thanksgiving
Day Ride on Thursday. We'll be riding our usual routes. The long and medium
head to the Palisades for a view from the overlook there and then down to the
Marina for a break. The short skips the Palisades and goes directly to the Marina.
The difference this year is that the trip to the Palisades takes us through a portion
of the burn area. | previewed the ride a few weeks ago to make sure it was all
open. It is hard to describe what it is like if you haven't seen it. PLEASE

NOTE: Triple Dipper riders -- please take this opportunity to join us for the
regular club ride.



On Sunday we will be riding "Valley Rally" which starts from a park in Whittier.
The Valley in question is the San Gabriel. There are 4 routes and all head east
from Whittier with the longer routes going further east before turning around. Two
of the routes go over Turnbull Canyon and the others go around it. So you can
climb if you want or skip the only major hill in the area. I'll probably be doing one
of the medium routes.

Parting Shot: Nothing else to report tonight. On Sunday's ride | encountered my
first home fully decorated for the holidays. This was on Santa Anita Ave. not far
from the finish of my ride.

Not sure what Sponge Bob has to do with the holidays, but all in all, it was an
impressive display. I'm sure I'll be seeing a lot more in the coming weeks.

See You On The Road

Rod Doty, VP

Attachments area
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