
Los Angeles Wheelmen VP Report - September 30, 2025 

Hello All: 

Sunday's ride was our last ride of the season on the Balboa Ferry, so here is a 
song about sailing. The short ride on the ferry is nothing like the sailing 
experience described in the song, but both are rides on a boat.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=DAtMePDubhA&list=RDDAtMePDubhA&start_radio=1 

Sunday:  We were riding "Balboa - Newport" which starts from El Dorado Park in 
Long Beach and goes down to Balboa and back. Initially I expected the usual 
riders to show up, but during the week, one by one, each member of a text group 
which includes our usual riders texted the rest of the group that they would not be 
riding the scheduled ride. By Saturday, there were only two of us left. Sure 
enough, we were the only two to show up for the ride. I took this photo of the only 
other rider besides myself: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DAtMePDubhA&list=RDDAtMePDubhA&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DAtMePDubhA&list=RDDAtMePDubhA&start_radio=1


 



That's Bill Faulkner and I took the photo at our lunch stop  because I forgot to 
take one at the start.  

We rode the short route and had a pleasant day. The weather was good. Balboa 
was much less crowded than the last time we were there on Labor Day weekend. 
In fact, when the ferry came in to pick us up, I saw that it was completely empty -- 
no cars and no passengers. I mentioned to one of the crew that I had never seen 
the ferry cross when it was empty and he said it had already happened several 
times that morning. There was only one car and a few other cyclists on our 
crossing. The short route took us on a short loop through the UCI campus. I don't 
think we have any other route that actually takes us into the campus. It was nice 
-- we should do that more often. I wish I had taken more photos, but, as usual, I 
kept forgetting. I had intended to take some on the ferry and I should have taken 
at least one in UCI. I only took one other photo and here it is: 



 

It is hard to tell from the photo, but this was the first home I've seen this season 
decorated for Halloween. It is supposed to be a large cobweb. I think you can 
see why I prefer that other riders take the photos on our rides. Anyway, I was 
impressed to see a home decorated a month before the actual holiday. I imagine 
that on our rides in the coming weeks, we will see more and more decorated 
homes. 

This Week: This Sunday we will be riding "Wandering to Whittier" which starts 
from Alhambra Park. All routes head to Whittier or the Whittier area. The long and 
two medium routes start by wandering around a bit first. They all head up to 
Sierra Madre before turning for Whittier. The long does an extra loop but then 
joins the longer medium route in Whittier for lunch. The shorter medium doesn't 



quite make it to Whittier, but gets as far as the Whittier Narrows area. The short 
does its own thing, but does go to the Whittier Narrows area also. I hope to see a 
few more riders out than we had last Sunday. 

Members Meeting: We held a meeting last Thursday. It was sparsely attended 
and our secretary didn't show up so there are no minutes. There was really only 
one item of discussion. In the past there was some concern about putting 
meeting information, including the host's address, on the web. This information is 
necessarily included in my meeting notices and this weekly e-mail, but those only 
go out to members. However, they are also uploaded to the club's web site. After 
discussion, it was decided there was no real problem with including them on the 
web unless a specific host objects. 

October Schedule: The October ride schedule is attached. I hope it remains 
cooler because the October rides move away from the coast. The schedule 
includes many of our classic routes including "Honolulu For Lunch" which I 
always enjoy. I hope to see a lot of you out in October. 

Parting Shot: Again, I don't really have a photo for this spot, but here is 
something interesting. Almost every week Phil Whitworth rides out to Malibu 
and each week he takes a photo of the construction taking place where they are 
building a new bridge on the bike path at Chautauqua  I usually can't tell that 
there has been much progress and from this week's photo below, it looks like 
there is quite a bit of work still to be done. 



 

I look forward to seeing the finished project. 

See You On The Road 

Rod Doty, VP 
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Preview YouTube video Christopher Cross - Sailing (Lyrics)








