
MARCH SCHEDULE

Week Ending Sunday, March 7 - ALHAMBRA-BURBANK CAPER (Long 45 mi & 2800 ft, 
Medium 39 mi & 1700 ft, Short 31 mi & 1500 ft) Two famous 1200K bike rides are 
Paris-Brest-Paris and the former Boston-Montreal-Boston. Both are named for the start point, the 
turnaround point and the end point. If we were to follow suit, today’s ride really should be called 
“Alhambra-Burbank-Alhambra.” Of course those other rides are 1200K and today’s long is only 
about 72K. But on the other hand, you don’t  have to travel thousands of miles to ride today’s ride 
and we won’t make you do a bunch of qualifying rides. If you are reading this, you are probably 
qualified. So, we have established that  all of today’s routes travel from Alhambra to Burbank and 
return. Here is a little more detail: All three routes make it to Burbank, although the long and 
medium head further north than the short. On the return, all routes go through Griffith Park. The 
short and medium sort of skirt the park along the river, but the long makes the trip up and over 
the hill and down past the Observatory  and the Greek Theater. This is a very nice climb on traffic 
free roads, so if you are up  for the climb, it is definitely  worth it. None of the routes are very 
long, but you can consider them to be qualifying rides for next week’s routes which are definitely 
more difficult. START:  ALHAMBRA PARK in ALHAMBRA.  From the San Bernardino 
Frwy (I-10), off & north on Fremont 2 miles, R- Alhambra Rd to 4 blocks to Park. Park on 
Raymond on East side.

Week Ending Sunday, March 14th - VALLEY VENTURE  (Long 51 mi & 3300 ft, Medium 
49 mi & 2000 ft, Short 35 mi & 1000 ft) NOTE: Daylight Saving started today and that means 
you had one less hour of sleep last  night. Today’s routes are relatively  short so you can get home 
and catch up on your sleep. Also, as all nerds know, today is Pi Day (3.14). Since several major 
components on a bicycle are circles (wheels and gears) it might be appropriate to celebrate Pi 
Day. Many  of our routes form a rough circle, but I just  looked at  the maps for today’s routes and 
they  are not even close to circular. I should have scheduled “Ring Around The Valley.” But all 
our routes end up where they  started and some might describe that as “going around in circles.” 
Well, I’ll leave it  to you to celebrate Pi Day  in your own way. As for today, all three routes ride 
from Reseda to the west valley for lunch and then return. If that’s all you feel like doing today, 
that is the basic short route. The other two routes add a little more before the trip to the west. 
Each make a trip up  to Mulholland Drive and ride along that  street before descending back to the 
valley and the trip west. The medium climbs up Coldwater. This is a moderate climb and 
certainly easier than Dixie Canyon which the route formerly rode until it became impassible. The 
long really  ups the ante with a climb up Encino Hills Drive which is only one mile, but 
extremely steep. I often doubt whether I can make this one without walking. The long also 
throws in a few other climbs before joining the medium for the descent back to the valley and on 
to lunch. All routes have the same return from lunch. So, you really have a choice today from a 
very easy  trip across the valley to a rather difficult climb and yet we can all come together for 
lunch. We can have a contest  to see who can recite Pi to the most decimal places. START: 
Reseda Park - Reseda & Victory Blvds in the San Fernando Valley From Ventura Frwy 
(101), off and north on Reseda, right on Victory one block to park. 

Thursday, March 18 – 7:00 p.m. MONTHLY MEMBERS  MEETING. Once again we will 
be holding our meeting on Zoom. As I write this in January, already several of our members have 



received the vaccine and I am somewhat optimistic that  a lot of us will have gotten their shot by 
today’s date. But probably  not enough to lift the ban on in-person meetings. But that day is 
probably  drawing near. Until then, we are still on Zoom. Discussion will probably  center around 
changes to club activities forced by the pandemic. Particularly  we will probably be discussing 
this year’s Grand Tour. Otherwise, the meeting is always a chance to swap gossip and tall tales. 
So why not join us. We hope to see you there. If you would like to join the meeting, contact Mel 
Cutler at cutlerme@earthlink.net for the necessary information. 

Week Ending Sunday, March 21st - BIKEWAYS OF ORANGE COUNTY (Full Century - 95 
mi & 2500 ft, Metric Century – 64 mi & 800 ft) These are our centuries of the month for March. 
We often ride the Santa Ana River trail or the San Diego Creek trail in Orange County, but these 
routes are designed to use some of the lesser known bike trails in the county. One of the major 
trails is the Aliso Creek trail which runs from Cook’s Corner almost all the way to the ocean. 
Today we ride much of that trail as well as several other trails you may not have seen before. 
With much of the ride on bike trails, the course is relatively  flat. However, the full century is not 
completely flat. There is a good climb or two thrown in for variety. The metric version stays with 
the full century through some of the early bike trails and then cuts off to later meet up with the 
full century as it makes a 14 mile run back up the coast to the start. The metric century  cuts off 
most of the climbing of the full century. The really  good news is that you don’t have to drive 
down to Orange County to do these rides. We start from El Dorado Park in Long Beach – about a 
half hour drive from West LA. The Vernal Equinox was Saturday, so we should have a full 12 
hours of daylight for the century. So why  not join us? START: EL DORADO PARK In Long 
Beach. From San Diego Frwy (405), off & North/East  on Studebaker 1 mi. to Park. Park in 
Library lot on right just before Spring Street.

Week Ending Sunday, March 28th -- CORNER CAPER - PHASE I (Long 62 mi & 2700 ft, 
Medium 50 mi & 2500 ft, Short  34 mi & 800 ft) Here’s a little club history for our newer 
members. Originally all of the club rides started from the corner of Western & Wilshire and that 
came to be known as “the Corner.” When a large office building went up on that  corner (in the 
late 60s I think), the “Corner” was moved west to Olympic & La Cienega and when traffic on La 
Cienega became too heavy, we moved one block west to our current “Corner” on Le Doux. As 
mentioned, originally all our rides started from the “Corner.” But then someone had an idea that 
it might be nice to start a ride from a remote location so that we could take in sights and 
destinations not  available from the Corner. This really caught on and more and more remote start 
rides were created until today when almost all of our rides start from locations other than the 
“Corner.” This allows us to be the only  club that really rides all of Southern California. But we 
still have a number of rides in our library which start  at the “Corner.” And that  brings us to today. 
These routes probably date back to the very  early  days of the club since they are basically simple 
routes out  to the valley  and back. Back in the 50’s that was probably more of novel ride than it is 
today. Both the long and medium climb Benedict Cyn but descend into the valley by  different 
routes. The medium makes a small circle in the valley with lunch in Reseda while the long 
makes it  to the west valley  with lunch out there. Both return back over Sepulveda. The short 
stays on this side of the hill and simply tours the west side and Culver City. So why not join us 
today? It’s always nice to get back to the club’s roots. START: THE CORNER, Olympic Blvd, 
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1 block west of La Cienega in Beverly Hills.  From the Santa Monica Frwy (10), off & north 
La Cienega 1 miles, L - Olympic 1 block to R - Le Doux.


